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NAME:
String of Tall Tales

AGES:
Mid elementary +

GOAL:
Encourage cooperation and quick on-your-feet creative thinking.

MATERIALS/SUPPLIES:
A ball of string made up of pieces of different lengths, at least one for every member of the group.

METAPHOR/STORY:
Nothing like a tall tale to while away the afternoon – forging creativity all the way.

DESCRIPTION:
Sitting in a circle, one member begins a tall tale, and as she speaks, she unwinds a piece of string.  When her string comes off the ball, she must stop, even mid-sentence, and hand the ball of string to the next person.  The second member continues the tall tale only as long as his piece of string unwinds from the ball.  He then passes it on, and so it goes until the ball of string gets back around to the beginning.  The last person must end the story while her string unwinds.  Or continue to pass the ball until all the pieces except one are gone.  The person with the last piece must finish the story in one or two short sentences.

PROCESSING CONSIDERATIONS:
What was hard about this exercise?  Did the story take an unexpected twist?  What did you do to manage your irritation when your carefully planned story took a bumpy detour?

Adapted from:  What to do Instead of Screaming by Myra Nagel.
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