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Air Portraits
AGES:
Late elementary +

GOAL:
Promote out-of-the-box thinking.

MATERIALS/SUPPLIES:
A pencil or a dowel rod.

DESCRIPTION:
Announce that you will be drawing portraits of people in this room.  Stand where everyone can see you and what you are drawing.  Say that you will declare: “start” when you begin and “stop” when you are done.  Tell them that they are free to guess whose picture you’ve drawn after, and only after, you say stop.  With your pencil draw a picture in the air that moderately resembles a person’s face.  Remember the first person that started talking after you said “stop.”  This is the person’s face that you have drawn – tricky huh?  Allow them to guess for a bit, let them know if they got it right but not why they got it right.  Begin again.  After a half dozen rounds older people will begin to question how an air picture is a certain person, especially if you begin to draw dots and slashes.  As frustration mounts, allow the group to speculate as to why you may be drawing specific people.  (If one person consistently speaks first, politely ask them to let someone else speak.  To add to the puzzlement, be the first one to speak after you say stop – making the picture be of you.)  Play until the group learns the secret, becoming more and more obvious.

METAPHOR/STORY:
You didn’t know you were such a talented artist, did you?

PROCESSING CONSIDERATIONS:
What was hard about this game?  It might have been fun to play this game with an “unwritten rule,” but unwritten rules are not always fun.  Talk about what unwritten rules, good or bad, exist in your classroom.  What unwritten rules exist among groups of friends?  In families?  How does it feel to not know or misunderstand an unwritten rule?

Adapted from: Bethany Horna’s 8th grade science teacher.







