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Back Drawing
AGES:
Early elementary +

GOAL:
To prompt discussion about different perspectives.

MATERIALS/SUPPLIES:
Paper, pencils, chalkboard/whiteboard.

DESCRIPTION:
Seat the group in a line so each person is facing the back of the person in front of them.  Draw a simple line drawing on a piece of paper.  Announce that there will be no talking during this exercise.  Give the paper to the person at the back of the line.  Ask them to draw it on the back of the person next in line, and so forth until it reaches the first person who gets up and draws what was drawn on his or her back on the board.  Compare the two drawings.  Allow the group to process on how to better send the message to get a better copy.  Create another drawing, increasing the difficulty.  Continue until group looses interest.

Variation: Create two teams.  Stress that the “winner” will not be the team with the first picture on the board, rather, the most accurate picture on the board.

METAPHOR/STORY:
Messages often get lost in translation because of the different perspectives of the people involved.

PROCESSING CONSIDERATIONS:
What was hard about this exercise?  What discussion/suggestions helped/did not help?  If racing, take a note if accuracy was sacrificed for speed.  Comment and discuss.  Ask why they think the drawing was interpreted differently.  Make a connection to verbal statements and how misinterpretations can be hurtful (similar to the point of the game Telephone).

From:  ideas generated at a Resiliency Training Workshop, which was funded through the Safe Schools Healthy Students Grant and took place at Missouri State University.







