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Wahwahlanawah

DESCRIPTION:
Divide students into small teams.  Challenge students to make as many functional Wahwahlanawahs as they can in a certain amount of time.  A successful Wahwahlanawah can be opened and shut like a quaking duck.  Each team must educate the members on how to make the Wahwahlanawahs, organize the jobs needed, and organize the materials.  (For example:  assembly line, individual work, etc.)  Teams are given 5-10 minutes to practice.  Give teams 3 minutes to work.  

After time is called, have one member from one team evaluate and count the Wahwahlanawahs made by another team.  Repeat the activity several times to see if each team can exceed their first number of Wahwahlanawahs.  COMPETITION IS TO EXSIST ONLY WITHIN THE TEAM TO BETTER THEIR SCORE.

Directions for making Wahwahlanawahs:

1. Fold an 8 ½” by 11” paper in half lengthwise (hot dog).  

2. Fold each half down on the outside to the first fold, also lengthwise like making a paper airplane.  The paper should now have three lengthwise folds, and be very thin and long.

3. Fold each corner down in opposite directions in a triangle shape and tape.

4. Crease exactly in half in the middle lining up the two triangle shapes.  It should look like a boat.

5. Open at the longer side to make a duck “quacker” beak shape that moves up and down.

GOAL:
To help students with problem-solving, cooperating, and planning skills.

MATERIALS/SUPPLIES:
Plenty of paper, tape, timer.

METAPHOR/STORY: None.

AGE:
4th grade +

PROCESSING CONSIDERATIONS:
Discuss the following questions with the participants.  How did you organize your team?  WHAT helped you the most on your team?  WHAT didn’t help you on your team?  What did you learn to do differently each time?  How did your group solve problems?  Was everyone’s voice heard?  How did it feel to not be heard?

From Power Play by Kathy Cooper & Marianne Vandawalker.
